 Detroit History and Cultural Heritage
eCalendar of Events 01/06/10
compiled by Kathleen Marcaccio	

Information on the following upcoming events that relate to Detroit’s history and cultural traditions has been culled from a variety of print and Internet sources. You may want to check out the listed website or call the host organization to confirm details.  Feel free to share this eCalendar with others who may be interested.  If you are receiving this mailing for the first time and would like to receive the weekly eCalendar, contact me at dkosh@msn.com.      
 
	Ongoing Exhibits 


*** OPENING January 23 *** Corktown Works!, Detroit Historical Museum.
Irish immigrants settled on the western edge of Detroit in the 1840s and took the name Corktown from their point of embarkation in Ireland.  They worked as laborers and as domestic servants living in small cottages and row houses.  The Irish soon grew to be the largest ethnic group in Detroit.  Followed by Germans, Canadians, Maltese and Mexican immigrants, they built homes, businesses and a community.  Most of the factories and many of the homes are gone, but the community of Corktown still thrives.  Visit Corktown Works! and see how a diverse mix of  urban farmers, working artists, entrepreneurs and others, together, are making Detroit’s oldest neighborhood one of its most workable and inviting places to live and work in the 21st Century. http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/dhm/upcoming_exhibits_details.aspx?ID=83

Detroit’s Snack Food Superstars, Detroit Historical Museum, through February 28, 2010. This exhibit takes a tasteful look at the local companies that make some of Detroit’s most beloved treats. Each has become a household name, and their culinary concoctions have created delectable memories for many generations: Better Made Snack Food Company, Germack Pistachio Company, Sanders Confectionery, Stroh’s Products , and Vernor’s Ginger Ale.  Their products are have been staples at backyard barbeques, family reunions, holiday parties and tailgate gatherings for decades, bringing to mind Boston Coolers, Bumpy Cake, Rainbow Chips, quality ice cream,  and the world’s best pistachios. Perhaps the supreme compliment is that Detroiters who have relocated have these foods shipped to them from here — sometimes to the ends of the earth.  
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/dhm/upcoming_exhibits_details.aspx?ID=79

*** OPENING February 27 *** And Still They Prospered: Living Through the Great Depression, Lorenzo Cultural Center, Macomb Community College, through May 8, 2010.  The Lorenzo Cultural Center takes a look at one of the most difficult times in United States history. Learn about innovation, courage and perseverance, creativity, cooperation and compassion, escapism and the financial collapse.  The exhibits feature many Detroit during the Depression topics including art and architecture, automotive history, the political scene, and the culture.  Exhibits are open Wednesday-Saturday, 10-4, and Sunday 1-4.  The Lorenzo Cultural Center is located on the Macomb Community College Center Campus.  Check the website for exhibit and event details:  http://www.lorenzoculturalcenter.com/

Joe Louis: Hometown Hero, Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, through May 2010.  Born the son of an Alabama cotton picker, Joe Louis, known to many as the African-American heavyweight champion nicknamed the "Brown Bomber," fought against poverty throughout his life.  Like Jesse Owens in the Berlin Olympic Games, on June 22, 1938, Joe Louis embodied American democracy versus Nazi intolerance and menace.  His victory that day added fuel to the growing civil and human rights movements in the USA.  Muhammad Ali said of Joe Louis, "He was the greatest."  The sportswriter, Jimmy Cannon, summed the Brown Bomber up best when he wrote, "He was a credit to his race – the human race…"  Joe Louis' life is proof that we all can coexist!   
http://www.maah-detroit.org/exhibitions/current_exhibitions.html

”Different by Design: The Styling of Edsel Ford,” Edsel and Eleanor Ford House. This permanent exhibit has been created to capture Edsel Ford’s design influence on the objects around him. The stars of the new exhibit are three of Edsel’s personal automobiles; each one featuring his specific customization. Edsel Ford’s eye for design played a significant role in the automotive styling revolution of the 1940s and beyond.  Visitors to the exhibit, located in the historic garage at Ford House, witness the homecoming of the 1934 Brewster Town Car, marking the 75th anniversary of its delivery to the Ford Family at their Gaukler Pointe estate in June of that year. The exhibit also features the family’s 1938 Lincoln K Brunn Brougham, which features modifications that reflect Edsel’s strong opinion about matters of style. At the centerpiece will be the 1941 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet, a design masterpiece considered at the time to be the most beautiful car in the world.  Free with paid admission to the House. The Edsel and Eleanor Ford House is located at 1100 Lake Shore Rd., Grosse Pointe Shores.  http://www.fordhouse.org/News.html?40

Hero or Villain? Metro Detroit's Legacy of Leadership, Detroit Historical Museum.   This exhibit focuses on the lives of a wide range of community leaders who provoked passionate opinions throughout metro Detroit.  They sparked conversation and controversy, drawing praise or criticism from pundits, politicians, pastors and the public.  The personalities selected in this exhibit represent all periods of Detroit’s history and included a cross-section from politics, sports, commerce and religion.  Each historical figure is presented through individual tableaus, offering visitors a multi-faceted view of their life, time, character, and the issue that defined their legacies.  Popular perceptions of each of these individuals are reflected through the eyes of their contemporaries, with a balanced selection of opinions offered by both devotees and detractors.  The human personality behind the public persona is established using portraits, paintings, period clothing, and personal artifacts.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/dhm/current_exhibits_details.aspx?ID=20

VeloCity: Detroit’s Need for Speed, Detroit Historical Museum. Metro Detroiters have always had a love affair with speed and movement. Starting with French ponies and thoroughbreds and continuing through to motor sports and powerboating, Detroiters have enjoyed pushing the envelope with respect to how fast they could go! This exhibit showcases the ways in which Detroiters have felt the need for speed on land, water and in the air, utilizing all possible forms of transportation, including bicycles, canoes, sailboats and powerboats, stock cars, motorcycles, formula one, marathons and airplanes. This exhibit is a dynamic visual slice of metro Detroit’s spirit of adventure! http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/dhm/upcoming_exhibits_details.aspx?ID=25

Virtual Tours 
“Art and Orchids.” Grosse Pointe Historical Society.  In 1922, Anna Virginia Scripps and Edgar Bancroft Whitcomb purchased a large part of the historic, T.P. Hall estate known as "Tonnancour." The gracious manor house, set on beautiful lakefront property, reflected their love of fine art and flowers. Exceptional Old Master paintings hung in each room and rare orchids filled the greenhouse.  During their lifetimes, the Whitcombs carried on the philanthropic tradition of the Scripps family. Their personal interests led directly to major donations and bequests to two of Detroit cultural jewels: The Detroit Institute of Art and the Belle Isle Conservatory.  http://www.gphistorical.org/whitcomb/index.html
Detroit Publishing Company: Photography to the World. Benson Ford Research Center, The Henry Ford.  In the days before television, Americans longed to see exotic sights: The canals of Venice. The Casbah.  The Colorado Rockies. The photographers of the Detroit Publishing Company, founded in 1895, brought the world to everyone's living room. 
http://www.thehenryford.org/exhibits/dpc/default.asp

“Puttin’ on the Glitz.” Grosse Pointe Historical Society.  This online exhibit features the rich and famous of Grosse Pointe's own auto baron families and their classic yachts, gracious homes and elegant lifestyles, covering the Alger, Chapin, Dodge, Ford, Jewett, Joy, and Macaulay families.  http://www.gphistorical.org/autobarons/index.htm

 “The Showroom of Automotive History.” Benson Ford Research Center, The Henry Ford.  The Showroom features significant automobiles of the American experience. Each vehicle has made a substantial contribution to the auto industry in design, production, or engineering. http://www.thehenryford.org/exhibits/showroom/intro.html

“St. Paul Cemetery.” Grosse Pointe Historical Society.  This online exhibit provides information about all who have been buried in this cemetery located on Moross Rd. north of Kercheval in Grosse Pointe Farms.   Many of the names are recognized from the area streets after whom they were named:  Allard, Cadieux, Neff, Renaud, Rivard, and Vernier to name a few.  The online exhibit includes photos of the gravestones.   http://www.gphistorical.org/cemetery/index.html

January 2010
Behind the Scenes Tour: Theodore Levin U.S. District Courthouse, Thursday, January 7, 2010, 10 am.  Inside this courthouse, you'll tour 1930s architecture and see various sculptures, including work by local sculpture Corrado Parducci.  You will tour the Million Dollar Courtroom, named as a result of its original cost in the 1890s. $20 for Detroit Historical Society members; $30 nonmembers. For more information or to order tickets, call (313) 833-1801.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/behind_scenes.aspx

Detroit Area Test Tracks, Monday, January 11, 2010, 7pm.  Automotive historian and author Michael W. R. (Mike) Davis got the idea for his new book Detroit Area Test Tracks (Arcadia, 2009) while volunteering to identify and sort photographs acquired by the NAHC from the former Automotive Manufacturers Association. When he realized that a history of testing and descriptions of automotive test tracks had never, at least in modern history, been the subject of a book, he began to pull this together, largely from the files of the NAHC, with help from General Motors and the collections of several friends. As a newsman, Davis had the rare opportunity to drive on almost all of the test tracks covered in this book.  Hosted by the Clinton Township Historical Society, this program takes place at the Clinton-Macomb Public Library located at Romeo Plank and Canal Rds. in Clinton Township.  Free and open to the public.  6:30 Social; 6:45 Announcements. Refreshments will be served. 
http://www.clintontwphistory.org/

Author Series: Vernor’s Ginger Ale and Sanders Confectionery, Wednesday, January 13, 2010, 6pm. The Detroit Historical Museum presents an evening of "sweet" memories with Keith Wunderlich, author of Vernor's Ginger Ale and Greg Tasker, author of Sanders Confectionery. The program takes place in the Museum’s auditorium.  Free to Detroit Historical Society members; $10 nonmembers.  For more information or to order tickets, call (313) 833-1801.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/public_programs.aspx

Behind the Scenes Tour: The Hecker Smiley Mansion, Saturday, January 16, 2010, 11  am.  This beautiful 1890s mansion designed by Louis Kamper was built for local businessman Colonel Frank Hecker home and has been home to many of Detroit's families and businesses for more than 115 years.  Guests will explore the mansion with owner J. Douglas Peters.  $20 for Detroit Historical Society members; $30 nonmembers. For more information or to order tickets, call (313) 833-1801.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/behind_scenes.aspx

Author Booksigning: Detroit Area Test Tracks, Saturday, January 16, 2010, 2pm. Barnes & Noble Grosse Pointe presents automotive journalist and historian Mike W.R. Davis who will discuss the evolution of automobile test tracks, or proving grounds, in the metro Detroit area.  His new book Detroit Area Test Tracks is published by Arcadia. The store is located on Mack Avenue at Moross (in the 7-Mack Shopping Center).  http://store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/event/3021524

Detroit History Series: Hudson's: Detroit's Legendary Department Store, Wednesday, January 20, 2010, 7pm. Author Michael Hauser presents the history of a Detroit icon and world class cultural treasure, J.L. Hudson’s Department Store. The J.L. Hudson’s Department Store on Woodward Avenue was more than just a store, at 25 stories, it was the world’s tallest department store. At one time, Hudson’s was home to the most exceptional offerings in shopping, dining and entertainment. Signed copies of the book will be available for purchase.  This program takes place at the Royal Oak Public Library, located at 222 E. 11 Mile Rd., east of Main Street in downtown Royal Oak.  Free and open to the public.   Registration for all programs is requested; call the adult reference desk at (248) 246-3727.
http://www.ropl.org/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=2&extmode=view&extid=1375

Corktown Works! Preview, Friday, January 22, 2010, 6pm.  The Detroit Historical Museum hosts a preview of the new exhibit Corktown Works!  Enjoy live entertainment, refreshments and meet with Corktown residents, artists and entrepreneurs.  For information on tickets, prices and how to RSVP, call (313) 965-5853.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/special_events.aspx

Behind the Scenes Tour: GM Renaissance Center, Saturday, January 23, 2010, 11am.  On this guided tour, you’ll learn about the shared history of General Motors and Detroit, explore the highlights of the 5.5 million square foot building, and learn interesting facts about the building, which has its own ZIP Code.  Includes lunch.  $20 for Detroit Historical Society members; $30 nonmembers. For more information or to order tickets, call (313) 833-1801.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/behind_scenes.aspx

Author Booksigning: Detroit’s Holy Cross Cemetery, Saturday, January 23, 2010, 2pm. Barnes & Noble Grosse Pointe presents Elaine Walters Raymo, a professional genealogist, historical researcher, and family historia, who will discuss Detroit's Holy Cross Cemetery, founded in 1838, a 65-acre graveyard that filled the need for a Catholic cemetery on Detroit's west side.  Author of the new Detroit’s Holy Cross Cemetery (Arcadia, 2009), Raymo does volunteer work at Holy Cross Cemetery and makes full use of archival photographs from libraries, archives, and personal collections to create a snapshot in time of the remarkable individuals who rest within the cemetery. The store is located on Mack Avenue at Moross (in the 7-Mack Shopping Center). 
http://store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/event/3021524
Balthazar Korab: Mid-Century Modernism, Tuesday, January 26, 7 pm.  Co-sponsored with the Birmingham Historical Society, the Baldwin Public Library presents Balthazar Korab, world-renowned architect, photographer, and author, who has documented the places where we live and work.  Free and open to the public.  The Baldwin Public Library is located at 300 W. Merrill in downtown Birmingham.  
http://www.baldwinlib.org/assets/PDFs/Books--Beyond/Winter-2010-BB-Final.pdf

ROGUES, REBELS, AND REFORMERS: A Step On Bus Tour of The Gem That Is Flint, Michigan, Saturday, January 30, 2010, 9:30 am. A special bus tour, open to individuals interested in exploring the history and heritage of Flint, Michigan.  See where the Chippewa originally lived, where fugitive slaves were housed, where labor history was made, a key part of the Arsenal of Democracy that won World War II and where today a new metropolis is on the rise.  The tour departs at 9:30 and returns at 3:30 at the corner 6th and Lafayette Streets in downtown Royal Oak (adjacent to the parking structure). 
$65 per person; includes lunch.  Call (248) 619-6692 to pre-register.  Full details at: http://steponbustours.com/4802.html

Behind the Scenes Tour: Islamic Center of America, Saturday, January 30, 2010, 10am. This mosque, located in Dearborn, is the largest in North America.  Since 1963, the mosque has served the needs of Muslims in greater Detroit and throughout the country. $20 for Detroit Historical Society members; $30 nonmembers. For more information or to order tickets, call (313) 833-1801.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/behind_scenes.aspx

February 2010
The Rise of the Great Museum: The Detroit Institute of Arts, Tuesday, February 2, 2010, 7pm.  Take an historical journey through the DIA from its ambitious beginnings to its present status as one of the world’s premier fine arts museums.  This program takes place at the Clinton Macomb Public Library Main Library located at Romeo Plank and Canal Rds. in Clinton Township. Registration requested; registration begins January 19.  
Call 586-226-5040 or visit the What’s Happening page at www.cmpl.org.  
http://www.cmpl.org/WhatsHappening/Newsletter/2010-Winter.pdf

Curator Chat:  Corktown Works!, Thursday, February 4, 2010, 6pm.  Tim McKay, executive director of Greater Corktown Development Corporation, a non-profit community development organization and owner of the Workers Row House in Corktown; Kathleen Mutch, historical researcher and project manager for the Workers Row House Museum and Visitors Center; and Ellen Thackeray, historian, guide visitors through the research and design processes involved in creating the Corktown Works! exhibit. Free to Detroit Historical Society members; $20 nonmembers. For more information or to order tickets, call (313) 833-1801.
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/public_programs.aspx

The Role of Public Art in Michigan, Thursday, February 4, 2010, 7pm. 
Celebrate the installation of local artist Lynda Cole’s commissioned feature wall at the Bloomfield Township Public Library.  Lynda Cole opens the program with a brief description of her work, followed by a panel discussion with Reed Kroloff, Director, Cranbrook Academy of Art and Art Museum; Christine Schefman, Director of Contemporary Art, David Klein Gallery; and Mark Schwartz, Acting Director, Art Detroit Now.  The Bloomfield Township Public Library is located at 1099 Lone Pine Rd. at Telegraph.  Note: Program registration is only open to Township residents until one week before the program date. Non-residents welcome to sign up during the week before the program’s date. Call 248-642-5800, ext. 171, to register and to confirm an event. 
http://www.btpl.org/Upcoming_Events/Adult_Programs/adult_programs.html#special
 "Shiver on the River," Saturday, February 6, 2010, 10am-4pm. The Annual "Shiver on the River" takes place at the historic Belle Isle Casino.  Free to the public, there will be fun exhibits for the entire family as well as environmental arts and crafts along with special entertainment for the kids. This winter ecological family fair is a 'one-of-a-kind' event. Many exhibitors will be available to answer questions at their organization's displays. This annual co-sponsored event is presented by The Friends of the Detroit River, Friends of Belle Isle, Detroit Recreation Department, and Wayne County Department of Environment – Watershed Management Division.  http://www.detroitriver.org/events.htm

African American History Day, Saturday, February 6, 2010, 11am-4pm. Hosted by the Detroit Historical Museum, this event celebrates the rich history and culture of the African American Community in the region.  This year's event features historical presentations, an expanded vendor and artist market, a special appearance by Jean Alicia Elster, celebrated author of Who's Jim Hines?, entertainment, and a caricature artist.   Food and beverages will be available for sale.  Admission is FREE.  
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/special_events.aspx

A Benefit Concert at Freer House recreating the historic first concert held at the Freer Gallery of Art, Washington, DC, Sunday, February 7, 2010, 2pm.  The Friends of Freer House present an historic 1924 Freer Gallery of Art Concert Program marking the 86th anniversary of the inaugural recitals held at the then newly opened Freer Gallery of Art. This concert of classical and contemporary chamber music will be performed by the Scarab Club String Quartet in the intimate setting of the historic Charles Lang Freer House in Detroit. The concert, which benefits the Friends of the Freer House and includes a reception and tour following the performance, takes place at the Charles Lang Freer House, located at 71 East Ferry St.   Benefit concert tickets are $25 general public; $10 for students; $20 for members of The Friends of the Freer House; $50 Patrons. Patron-level tickets include reserved seating. RSVP requested; call 313-872-1790 or email mpsi@wayne.edu. http://mpsi.wayne.edu/freer-events.php

Maxwell Motor and the Making of the Chrysler Corporation, Tuesday, February 9, 2010, 7pm.  The Rochester Hills Public Library presents author Anthony Yanik who will speak about his new book (Wayne State Press, 2009). Auto buffs and local historians will appreciate Yanik's thorough and engaging look at this slice of automotive history in the early twentieth century.  He tells the story of the Maxwell pioneers who set Walter P. Chrysler up for Success in the mid-1920's.  Books will be available for purchase.  Free and open to the public.  For more information, call (248) 650-7124. http://wsupress.wayne.edu/books/1024/Maxwell-Motor-and-the-Making-of-the-Chrysler-Corporation

Author Series: The Works Progress Administration in Detroit, Wednesday, February 10, 2010, 6pm. The Detroit Historical Museum presents Elizabeth Clemens, author of The Works Progress Administration in Detroit, who will discuss the agency that was created to put the unemployed to work, and how they built schools and libraries, provided clothing and shelter, and enriched the lives of Detroiters through literacy, health, and educational programs. It also brought art, theater and music to the masses through groundbreaking cultural programs, helping to create the infrastructure that enabled Detroit to develop into the “Arsenal of Democracy” and eventually, into one of America’s greatest cities. The program takes place in the Museum’s auditorium.  Free to Detroit Historical Society members; $10 nonmembers.  For more information or to order tickets, call (313) 833-1801. http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/public_programs.aspx

Detroit History Series: Detroit’s Black Bottom Community, Wednesday, February 10, 2010, 7pm. Author Jeremy Williams will be on hand to present the history of a Detroit’s Black Bottom Community. Between 1914 and 1951, Black Bottom's black community emerged out of the need for black migrants to find a place for themselves. During World War I through World War II, Black Bottom became a social, cultural, and economic center of struggle and triumph, as well as a testament to the tradition of black self-help and community-building strategies that have been the benchmark of black struggle. Signed copies of the book will be available for purchase. This program takes place at the Royal Oak Public Library, located at 222 E. 11 Mile Rd., east of Main Street in downtown Royal Oak.  Free and open to the public.   Registration for all programs is requested; call the adult reference desk at (248) 246-3727.
http://www.ropl.org/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=2&extmode=view&extid=1375

Detroit: The Black Bottom Community, Thursday, February 11, 2010, 7pm.  Local historian Jeremy Williams combines careful research with archived photographs for an insightful look at Black Bottom’s early beginnings, its racial transformation, the building of a socioeconomically solvent community through various processes of institution building and networking and its ultimate demise and the dislocation of its residents.  This program takes place at the Southfield Public Library, located on Evergreen south of I-696.  
http://www.sfldlib.org/calendar.php?id=3016&type=3&date=1265864400&od=1265864400&category=

Motown Winter Blast 2010, Friday-Sunday, February 12-14, 2010.  This 6th annual Winter Blast continues the tradition of celebrating winter in Michigan!  This year’s event honors Motown Records 50th anniversary as each band on stage during the weekend will perform at least three Motown songs during their set.  Keep checking the official website for details as they are announced: http://www.winterblast.com/

February 13 - Behind the Scenes Tour: Underground Railroad Living Museum (Detroit Historical Museum) 

Detroit History Series: Detroit’s Downtown Movie Palaces, Wednesday, February 17, 2010, 7pm. Michael Hauser will be on hand to present the history of Detroit's Downtown Movie Palaces. The spoke-like grid of wide grand avenues radiating out from downtown Detroit allowed for a concentration of theaters initially along Monroe Street near Campus Martius and, after the second decade of the 20th century, clustered around Grand Circus Park. Detroit, more so than any other North American city, illustrates how demographic and economic forces dramatically changed the landscape of film exhibition in an urban setting. Signed copies of the book will be available for purchase. This program takes place at the Royal Oak Public Library, located at 222 E. 11 Mile Rd., east of Main Street in downtown Royal Oak.  Free and open to the public.   Registration for all programs is requested; call the adult reference desk at (248) 246-3727.
http://www.ropl.org/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=2&extmode=view&extid=1375

Save the Date!
February 20 - Behind the Scenes Tour: Detroit Public Library (Detroit Historical Museum) ***SOLD OUT***

February 27 – Staying Alive and Fighting to Survive: Detroit in the Great Depression – Jack Lessenberry (Lorenzo Cultural Center) 

February 28 – Paradise Valley Elegies: The Detroit Poems of Robert Hayden and Dudley Randall – Frank Rashid (Lorenzo Cultural Center) 

March 1 – Historic Houses of Worship Tour (University of Detroit Mercy - Jesuit Chapel,  the Historic Little Rock Baptist Church, St. John CME, St. Patrick's Chapel of the Little Flower, and Spirit of Hope) 
http://www.detroithistorical.org/main/upcoming/historic_houses.aspx

March 6 - Behind the Scenes Tour: Fisher Building (Detroit Historical Museum)

March 6 – “Elizabeth’s Story: Triumphing Against the Odds” lecture on Elizabeth Denison Forth by Rochelle Danquah (Fred Hart Williams Genealogical Society) 

March 16 – Behind the Scenes Tour: Coleman A. Young International Airport (Detroit Historical Museum)

March 19-20 – 52nd Annual Local History Conference hosted by the Michigan Historical Society (new location: The Dearborn Inn)

March 20 – Behind the Scenes Tour: National Shrine of the Little Flower (Detroit Historical Museum) 

March 23 – Detroit Then & Now with Linda Yellin of Feet on the Street Tours (Birmingham Community House) For more information and class registration information: http://www.communityhouse.com/classes/documents/Winter%202010%20Catalog%20for%20WEBSITE.pdf

March 23 – The Detroit-Windsor Tunnel: A History (Baldwin Public Library) 

March 28 – “Charles Lang Freer: Patron of Pewabic Pottery” lecture by Thomas Brunk  (Friends of Freer House)

April 17 – Gala 100th Anniversary of the Alger House (Grosse Pointe War Memorial) http://www.freep.com/article/20100104/NEWS02/1040379/1004/news02/Gala-book-to-mark-Grosse-Pointe-War-Memorials-100th-anniversary

May 1 – Preservation Wayne Summer Walking Tour Season Opens

May 8 – Mt. Olivet Cemetery Tour led by Cecile Wendt Jensen (Detroit Society for Genealogical Research) 

May 23 – 100th Anniversary of the Alger House (Grosse Pointe War Memorial) 


Ongoing Tours
Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory (Belle Isle). 
The Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory is located on Detroit’s Belle Isle in the Detroit River, nestled between the city’s near East side and Windsor, Ontario, Canada. In operation since 1904, the Conservatory features five distinct horticultural houses showcasing plants indigenous around the globe as well as an outside Lily Pond Garden and formal perennial gardens.  The Conservatory is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is no admission charge. The phone number for the Conservatory is 313-821-5428.  http://bibsociety.org/

Art House (59 Alfred St., Brush Park).  
Professor Michael Farrell opens his historic 1872 Gothic Revival home and private art collection.  Art House boasts one of the most comprehensive private art collections in the United States. The house itself is a registered historical home built in 1870, but inside is a world of treasures, that cannot be imagined.  Tours are on weekends, and must be arranged ahead of time by calling 313-832-2322.  Minimum of 20 people per tour. $15 per person for an hour and half long tour.  Visitors to Detroit are encouraged to make reservations ahead of time.  http://www.arthousetours.com/tours_of_art_house.htm

Canadian Club Brand Center Tours.  
Guided tours of the Brand Center feature turn-of-the-century Italian architecture (the Hiram Walker-founded Headquarters office was designed by Mason & Rice, with Albert Kahn-designed interiors), formal whisky information session and tasting, complimentary C.C. souvenir, film of whisky making process, and a visit to our Canadian art gallery with original works from the Group of Seven. The one-hour tour concludes with a visit to the gift shop.  
January through April: Tours run 12:00, 2:00, and 4:00 Friday and Saturday.  
May through December: Tours run at 12:00, 2:00 and 4:00 Wednesday – Saturday; 12:00 and 2:00 on Sunday.
http://www.canadianclubwhisky.com/HeritageTour.asp

Edsel and Eleanor Ford House Tours.  
Experience what being a guest of the Fords was like on a tour of this traditional, 60-room English Cotswold home, designed by one of the country’s greatest architects, Albert Kahn.  Painstaking attention to authenticity and quality hand craftsmanship were skillfully blended with modern conveniences and contemporary design to make Ford House one of America’s true classic historic homes.  When visiting Ford House, you will not only marvel at the diverse décor and furnishings, which reflect the Fords’ lifelong love of art in its many forms, you’ll also get a rare and wonderful insight into the family, their activities and interests, business responsibilities and concern for the local community.  
January through March: Tours are available Tuesday-Friday, 12 noon and 1:30pm; Saturday and Sunday, 12 noon-4pm. 
April through December: Tours are available Tuesday–Saturday, 10am-4pm; Sunday, noon–4 pm. 
Ford House is also open for certain Monday holidays; please call 313.884.4222 to see if tours will be given.   
http://www.fordhouse.org/Plan+Your+Visit/General+Tour+Hours-10.html

Feet on the Street Tours’ The GOOD * BAD  &  HOPEFUL  BUS  TOUR.  2nd and 
4th Saturdays of the month. This 2-hour rollicking ride thru the streets of Detroit offers visitors and residents alike a great view of the city:  landmarks, some history of Detroit, fun facts, stories, and unique neighborhoods. Experience areas under revitalization! Hear about some of Detroit’s famous and infamous residents! Find out about fun things to do in the city! Experience some unique restaurants! Our guides will provide info to help you enjoy the city.  Bus departs at 9:30am from the Hard Rock Guitar on Monroe Street across from Campus Martius.  $28 or, for a donation of canned food for the Gleaners and Yad Ezra Food Banks, $20.  For more information, or to reserve your spot, call 248-353-TOUR or email info@FeetOnTheStreetTours.com.
http://www.feetonthestreettours.com/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=viewnews&id=30

Historic Elmwood Cemetery Tours
 The cemetery is steeped in history, art and natural beauty. Elmwood tours have been developed to explore specific themes, including: Michigan Governors, Michigan Senators, Detroit Mayors, Civil War Generals, Black Heritage Leaders, Underground Railroad, Memorial Art and Symbolism, and Detroit’s Who’s Who. Retired Cemetery Director Chancey Miller regales tour participants with the interesting stories of those laid to rest at Elmwood. 
Tours are held in all weather and are walking tours. Bus tours of forty individuals or less can also be accommodated. Advance reservations are required for all tours.  $5; free to Historic Elmwood Foundation members, depending upon their level of support. 
http://elmwoodhistoriccemetery.org/pages/calendar.html


Fox Theatre Tours.   
For groups of 15 or more, you may take a 45-minute tour of one of Detroit’s jewels, the Fox Theatre.  $6 per person; by appointment only.  Also available with a Hockeytown Café lunch package starting at $10.  For more information, call 313-471-6677. 
http://www.olympiaentertainment.com/venues/foxtheatre.jsp?dispPos=6

The Heidelberg Project.  
Armed with a paintbrush, a broom, and neighborhood children,  Tyree Guyton and family began by cleaning up vacant lots on Heidelberg and Elba Streets.  From the refuse they collected, Guyton began to transform the street into a massive art environment. Vacant lots literally became “lots of art” and abandoned houses became “gigantic art sculptures.” Guyton not only transformed vacant houses and lots, he integrated the street, sidewalks, and trees into his mammoth installation and called his work, "The Heidelberg Project", after its location on Heidelberg Street, east of downtown Detroit. Despite numerous awards, the city demolished parts of the Heidelberg Project installation in 1991 and again in 1999. Still, the Heidelberg Project continues to exist, evolve, and grow - providing hope and inspiration to the local community and the community of the world.  Today the Heidelberg Project is recognized as one of the most influential art environments in the world.  http://www.heidelberg.org/

Henry Ford Fair Lane Estate Tours. 
Visit the home of automotive pioneer Henry Ford, enjoying the spacious rooms where Henry and Clara Ford entertained some of the world's most influential people.  
January through March: Tours of the Residence and Powerhouse are offered Tuesday through Sunday at 1:30pm only.
April through December: Tours of the Residence and Powerhouse are available Tuesday through Sunday, 10:30, 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, and 2:30pm.  Closed on Mondays.  
$12; $11 Seniors and Students with ID; $8 Children 6-12.   http://www.henryfordestate.org/publictours.htm
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Inside Detroit. 
Check out their new Downtown Welcome Center located at 1253 Woodward Ave.  in the Lofts at Merchants Row for information on all that Detroit has to offer.  They offer regularly scheduled tours of downtown Detroit as well as special and custom tours: http://www.insidedetroit.org/schedule.html
	Downtown Highlights Walking Tour, Saturdays, 1pm.  See all the major 	landmarks, the new development and some of the great historical gems too, in this 	fun-filled 2-hour walking tour.  $10 per person. 
	Segway Tour of Detroit, Saturday, 10am and Mondays, 5pm.  This 2-hour 	tour shows you what makes Detroit shine, including major landmarks, new 	developments and historical gems. You’ll zoom along the beautiful Riverwalk, get up 	close and personal with the Stadiums and Fox Theater, and even stop and go into the 	gorgeous Guardian Building, all while enjoying the amazing speed and mobility of the 	revolutionary Segway!  $65 per person  (must be 16 years old or older).  
Tours depart from the Inside Detroit Welcome Center located at 1253 Woodward.   For more information, to purchase tickets or to schedule a personalized tour, visit www.insidedetroit.org, call 313-268-6562 or stop into Inside Detroit’s Downtown Welcome Center located at 1253 Woodward Avenue between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Meadow Brook Hall Tours. 
Tour Meadow Brook, the home of Matilda Dodge Wilson, widow of John Dodge and wife of Alfred Wilson.   Built in 1929, designed by William Kapp, featuring the work of Corrado Parducci.  The guided tours last about 90 minutes and include the three main floors of the hall.   http://www.oakland.edu/?id=3102&sid=87

Motown Historical Museum. 
The museum exhibits trace the roots of Motown’s remarkable story and chronicle its impact on 20th century popular culture and musical styles.  The story begins with Berry Gordy, Jr. and a small house in Detroit that he christened Hitsville USA (now the Museum’s home), continues as Motown evolves into a major entertainment enterprise that was among the most diverse and influential in the world.  Exhibits include a fascinating collection of historical photographs, artwork, music, costumes and other memorabilia from this booming musical era. Take a step back in time as they walk through the fully restored apartment that was once home to Berry Gordy, Jr, and stand in the original recording studio “Studio A” where Motown’s greatest hits were recorded.  Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10am-6pm; closed Sunday and Monday.  $10; $8 seniors and children.   http://www.motownmuseum.com/mtmpages/index.html

The Parade Company Tours.   
Take a Walk through Paradeland!  Book your behind-the-scenes tour of The Parade Company and discover the city's most hidden treasure. This is a unique opportunity to get up-close and personal with a wonderland of fantasy and folklore that is sure to delight children and adults alike. Tours are available year-round for groups of 10 or more.   http://www.theparade.org/

Renaissance Center Tour, Monday through Friday at 10am, 12 noon, and 2pm. Free.  Includes a stop at the Coach Insignia restaurant for a bird’s eye view of the city.
http://www.gmrencen.com/Tours/tabid/65/Default.aspx

Underground Railroad Flight to Freedom Program Tour.  
This Living Museum Tour is located at the Historic First Congregational Church of Detroit located on Woodward at Forest in Detroit’s Midtown. This is a “storytelling” simulation of a slave’s journey to freedom. The tour lasts approximately 30 minutes in which participants are shackled with wrist bands and pass through the “Door of No Return” on Goree Island in Africa. As escaping slaves, participants become passengers on the Underground Railroad and are led by a conductor in which they hide out to escape bounty-hunters, cross the Ohio “Deep” River, take refuge in safe houses in Quaker communities in Indiana and move on to “Midnight” the code name for Detroit.  http://www.the-ugrr.org/tour.html

Underground Railroad Station Tour. 
Experience an original Underground Railroad Station site.  Second Baptist Church was a station on the Underground Railroad and sheltered over 5,000 runaway slaves.  Located on Monroe Street near Greektown, the Church is listed on the National Park Service’s Registry of Historic Places.  Tours are scheduled on Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, 10am, 11:30am, and 1pm.  Appointment for tours can be made by calling 313 961-0325.  http://www.secondbaptistdetroit.org/

Wayne State University Artwalk.   
Developed by the Women of Wayne Alumni Association, this self-guided ArtWalk features 27 pieces from the university’s art collection, which includes works by Tyree Guyton, Sergio De Giusti and Giacomo Manzu.  The university’s enduring philosophy is that pieces in the Wayne State Art Collection appear throughout the campus — in signature buildings and on the university’s malls and lawns. This tradition of art in public places is most prominently upheld by the number, variety and excellence of outdoor sculptures across Wayne State’s grounds. These works embrace and enhance the everyday lives of people on campus and in the surrounding communities and reinforce Wayne State University’s and Detroit’s standing as a center for artistic expression.  For questions, call (313) 577-2300. For parking information, visit www.parking.wayne.edu or call (313) 576-PARK.   Printable brochure: http://www.alumni.wayne.edu/uploaded_pics/pdf/pdf-20080619215043.pdf

William E. Scripps Estate, Lake Orion.  
William Edmund Scripps (1882-1952) was the sole male heir to the vast Detroit News empire built by his father, James Edmund Scripps. Over his lifetime, he distinguished himself in the fields of aviation, engineering, and publishing. He also was an American radio pioneer.  
All Mansion and Garden tours are currently on hold while some repairs are being done.  
Call 248-391-4445, ext. 1137 to schedule your visit at the available times below.. 
http://www.friendsofscrippsestate.org/tours%20&%20visitors.html

Willistead Manor, Windsor.  
Willistead Manor was built in 1906 for Edward Chandler Walker, the second son of Detroiter Hiram Walker, founder of the world-renowned distillery. Willistead is the creation of Albert Kahn, the noted Detroit architect of the day. Kahn built three buildings on the 15-acre estate: the manor house, the coach house and the gatehouse. Tour one of Windsor’s most elegant mansions all decked out in its holiday finest.  Admission: $5 Adult; $4 Senior; $3 Child (under 13).  The Willistead Manor Complex is located at 1899 Niagara St. (at Kildare St.), Windsor.  Phone: 519-253-2365.  Public tours available on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month from 1pm to 4pm.  Full details may be found at:  http://www.citywindsor.ca/000227.asp

Check these websites regularly for event listings: 
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History
http://www.maah-detroit.org/plan_your_visit/general_info.html

Cranbrook Educational Community
http://www.cranbrook.edu/

Detroit Historical Society  
http://www.detroithistorical.org/thingstodo/index.asp

Detroit Tour Connections (operated by Bob Goldsmith) 
http://www.detroittourconnections.com/index.html
Diamond Jack’s River Tours 
http://www.diamondjack.com/

Dossin Great Lakes Museum 
http://www.detroithistorical.org/exhibits/index.asp?MID=2

Edsel and Eleanor Ford House 
http://www.fordhouse.org/index.html

Grosse Pointe Historical Society
http://www.gphistorical.org/events.html

Henry Ford Estate “Fair Lane”  
http://www.henryfordestate.org/eventscalendarinclude.htm

Historic Fort Wayne Coalition
http://www.historicfortwaynecoalition.com/

Inside Detroit 
http://www.insidedetroit.org

Lorenzo Cultural Center (formerly Macomb Cultural Center)
http://www.LorenzoCulturalCenter.com

Matrix Theatre Company
http://www.matrixtheatre.org/

Meadowbrook Hall (Home of Matilda Dodge Wilson) 
http://www2.oakland.edu/oakland/OUportal/index.asp?site=87

MotorCities National Heritage Area 
http://www.motorcities.org/index.html
	Event Calendar: http://www.motorcities.org/Event+Calendar.html
	Take A Tour: http://www.motorcities.org/Take+a+Tour.html
	Automotive Story of the Week: 	http://www.motorcities.org/Story+of+the+Week/This+Weeks+Story-3.html

National Automotive Hall of Fame (Dearborn) 
http://www.automotivehalloffame.org/about.php

Pewabic Pottery
http://www.pewabic.com
Preservation Wayne 
http://www.preservationwayne.org

Willistead Manor (Windsor) 
http://www.citywindsor.ca/000227.asp

Windsor Community Museum
http://www.windsorpubliclibrary.com/branches/museum/hours.php

Woodward Avenue Audio Tours
http://www.woodwardstore.com
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